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From poIIutlon to penitence
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Ezra 9&10
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Timeline of the return from Babylon
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Cyrus 55l (B&%)
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Cambyses
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539BC
Persia conquers the
Babylonian Empire
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538BC
Edict from Cyrus for Jews
to return
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586BC
Fall of Israel & Exile to

Babylon
DA B T2 Je
#eds 2 L ey

520BC
Haggai & Zechariah
prophecy
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First return under
Zerubbabel (to build the
temple)
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515BC

Temple Completed
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458BC
Second return under Ezra
(to complete the temple
and reform the people)
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444BC

Third return under
Nehemiah (to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem)
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430BC
Nehemiah’s second return
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Ezra’s Story: a quick overview
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Artaxerxes issues a decree for
people to return with Ezra
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Encourages generous support for
the work of the temple (tax free!)
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Gives authority to create
judges, resetting the law
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Discover mixed marriages ,
which upsets Ezra A LOT!
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God protects them on the
journey
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We're given lists of the people and
their families who go with Ezra
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People confess and
acknowledge guilt
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Ezra decrees that they have to
get divorced from foreign wives
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Ends with a long list of the
offenders who inter-married
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Upon finding out...
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» Ezra returns to find jews intermarried
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* Ezra reacts very strongly...
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* 9:3 “| tore my tunic and cloak, pulled my hair and beard and
sat down appalled”
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» Continues 10:1 “weeping and throwing himself down”
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* And again... 10:6 “he ate no food and drank no water
t)hecau%e tge continued to mourn over the unfaithfulness of

e exiles
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« Ezra share in their guilt
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* 9:6-7 “Our sins” (FffIHYSEEZ) x 2 “our guilt” (FRIHYSEE) x 2



Ezra’s view
on divorce
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« Context: Ezra 6:21 suggests gentiles had
declined the opportunity to become Jewish

and were still worshipping idols
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» As the people return they need to establish an
identity but immediately intermingle; what

does it mean to be Jewish?
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« Ezra 10:2 - Shekaniah tries to encourage

Ezra that “there is still hope for Israel”
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« Ezra clearly endorses divorce as appropriate
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Comparison
to Malachi
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« Malachi chapter 2: “The man who hates and

divorces his wife,” says the Lord, God of Israel,
“does violence to the one he should protect,”
says the Lord Almighty. So be on your guard,
and do not be un-faithful
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Divorce would break the covenant
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Good can come from a bad situation
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New
Testament
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1 Corinthians 7:12-15 To the rest | say this (I, not the Lord): If
any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to
live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a
husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her,
she must not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband has
been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has
been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise, your
children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy.
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 Echoes, and builds on, what was said in Malachi
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« Can see God never intends for divorce to happen - in case
of Ezra though it was perhaps necessary to re-establish their
distinct identity as a people
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As a church how do we deal
with these difficult questlons’?
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Take-away

To never give up hope. The passage (Ezra 9-10) acts as an
encouragement that there is still hope — just as there is still hope for
Jerusalem despite the fact that they have strayed from God’s purposes.
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Cell group questions

1. How might you respond if someone approached you with a
difficult question like the one which challenged Ezra? .
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2. Do you find it easier to take an old testament view or a new
testament view? B
SRR RN <R - IR BN PR Z PR EUTE 7

3. Do you focus on the hope offered in this passage or do you
focus on the messiness of the situation?
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