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From pollution to penitence
由敗壞到懺悔

Ezra 9&10
以斯拉記九至十章
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586BC
Fall of Israel & Exile to 

Babylon
以色列亡國及
被擄到巴比倫

538BC
Edict from Cyrus for Jews 

to return 
古列王下紹令讓猶大人歸回

539BC
Persia conquers the 
Babylonian Empire
波斯統一巴比倫王朝

520BC
Haggai & Zechariah 

prophecy
哈該與撒迦利亞先知

宣告神的話

515BC
Temple Completed

聖殿建成

458BC
Second return under Ezra 
(to complete the temple 
and reform the people)
以斯拉帶領第二次歸回

First return under 
Zerubbabel (to build the 

temple) 
所羅巴伯帶領第一次歸回

(重建聖殿)

444BC
Third return under 

Nehemiah (to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem)

尼希米帶領第三次歸回
（重建耶路撒冷城牆）

430BC
Nehemiah’s second return
尼希米第二次回到耶路撒冷

Cyrus 古列 (居魯士)
559 – 530
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Darius 大利烏
521 - 486

Xerxes 薛西斯 (亞哈隨魯)
485 - 465

Artaxerxes 亞達薛西
464 - 424

Timeline of the return from Babylon
從巴比倫被擄後歸回時間線



Ezra’s Story: a quick overview
以斯拉記的故事: 概括重溫

Artaxerxes issues a decree for 
people to return with Ezra

亞達薛西王頒布詔令，讓百姓與
以斯拉一同回歸

Encourages generous support for 
the work of the temple (tax free!)

鼓勵慷慨支持聖殿的工作
（免稅！）

Gives authority to create 
judges, resetting the law

授權設立法官，重訂律法

We're given lists of the people and 
their families who go with Ezra

我們獲得了與以斯拉同行的人民及
其家庭的名單

God protects them on the 
journey

神在旅程中保護他們

Discover mixed marriages , 
which upsets Ezra A LOT!

以斯拉發現以色列人與外邦人通
婚，這讓他非常不滿！

People confess and 
acknowledge guilt

以色列人悔改並認罪

Ezra decrees that they have to 
get divorced from foreign wives

以斯拉頒令他們必須與外邦人配
偶解除婚約

Ends with a long list of the 
offenders who inter-married

最後以一個與外族通婚的罪
行名單作結



Upon finding out…
當發現…

• Ezra returns to find jews intermarried 
以斯拉回來後, 發現猶太人通婚

• Ezra reacts very strongly…
以斯拉的反應非常強烈…

• 9:3 “I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled my hair and beard and 
sat down appalled”
九:3 「我一聽見這事，就撕裂衣服和外袍，拔了頭髮和鬍鬚，驚
懼憂悶而坐。」

• Continues 10:1 “weeping and throwing himself down”
繼而十:1「哭泣，俯伏(在神殿前) 」

• And again… 10:6 “he ate no food and drank no water 
because be continued to mourn over the unfaithfulness of 
the exiles” 
而後, 十:6 「不吃飯，也不喝水；因為被擄歸回之人所犯的罪，
心裏悲傷。」

• Ezra share in their guilt
以斯拉分擔了他們的罪責

• 9:6-7 “Our sins” (我們的罪孽) x 2 “our guilt” (我們的罪責) x 2 



Ezra’s view 
on divorce
以斯拉對

離婚的看法

• Context: Ezra 6:21 suggests gentiles had 
declined the opportunity to become Jewish 
and were still worshipping idols 
背景：以斯拉記六:21 顯示外邦人拒絕了成為猶太人的
機會，並且仍然拜偶像

• As the people return they need to establish an 
identity but immediately intermingle; what 
does it mean to be Jewish? 
當人們歸回時，他們需要建立一個身份，但又立即混合
在一起；成為猶太人意味著什麼？

• 113 guilty (有罪者): 86 laity (平信徒), 27clergy (神職
人員)

• Ezra 10:2 - Shekaniah tries to encourage 
Ezra that “there is still hope for Israel”
以斯拉記十:2 -示迦尼試圖鼓勵以斯拉「以色列仍有希
望」

• Ezra clearly endorses divorce as appropriate
以斯拉明確支持離婚是適當的



Comparison 
to Malachi
與瑪拉基書
的比較

• Malachi chapter 2:  “The man who hates and 
divorces his wife,” says the Lord, God of Israel, 
“does violence to the one he should protect,” 
says the Lord Almighty. So be on your guard, 
and do not be un-faithful
瑪拉基書二：以色列的神耶和華說：「恨惡妻子而

休妻的人,」全知全能的神又說:「就是對他要保護
的人施暴,」所以要提高警惕，不要不忠。

• Divorce would break the covenant 
離婚會破壞契約

• Good can come from a bad situation 
好的事情可能來自不好的狀況



New 
Testament 

新約

1 Corinthians 7:12-15 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If 
any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to 
live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a 
husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, 
she must not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband has 
been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has 
been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise, your 
children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy.
哥林多前書七:12-15其餘的人我這樣說（是我，不是主）：「倘若
某弟兄有不信的妻子，妻子也情願和他同住，他就不要離棄妻子。
妻子有不信的丈夫，丈夫也情願和她同住，她就不要離棄丈夫。因
為不信的丈夫就因着妻子成了聖潔，並且不信的妻子就因着丈夫成
了聖潔。不然，你們的兒女就不潔淨，但如今他們是聖潔的了。」

• Echoes, and builds on, what was said in Malachi
呼應並建立在瑪拉基書的基礎上

• Can see God never intends for divorce to happen - in case 
of Ezra though it was perhaps necessary to re-establish their 
distinct identity as a people
可以看出上帝從未打算讓離婚發生—就以斯拉的例子，或許為了
重新建立他們作為㇐個民族的獨特身份是有需要的



As a church how do we deal 
with these difficult questions?
作為教會，我們如何處理

這些難題？



Take-away 
To never give up hope.  The passage (Ezra 9-10) acts as an 
encouragement that there is still hope – just as there is still hope for 
Jerusalem despite the fact that they have strayed from God’s purposes. 
永遠不要放棄希望。經文（以斯拉記 9-10）鼓勵人們要抱有希望－就像對耶路
撒冷仍抱有希望，儘管當時他們已經偏離了神的旨意。



Cell group questions
1. How might you respond if someone approached you with a 

difficult question like the one which challenged Ezra?
如果有人向你提出一個難題，就好比挑戰以斯拉的問題一樣，
你會如何回應？

2. Do you find it easier to take an old testament view or a new 
testament view?
舊約觀點和新約觀點中，你覺得哪個比較容易採取呢？

3. Do you focus on the hope offered in this passage or do you 
focus on the messiness of the situation?
你關注的是這段經文所提供的希望，還是局勢的混亂呢？
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