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Grace, not works

Ephesians 2:8-10
LIBBFRE 2:8-10




The Book of Ephesians like a
football match
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* Chapters 1-3: the Gospel
Story

F£1-35: EBHENE
* Chapters 4-6: Our _Story
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Ephesians LAFEFRE 2:8-10

°For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God— “not the result of works, so that no
one may boast. ‘°For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we
may walk in them.

(NRSV 2021)
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Ephesians LAFEFRE 2:1-2, 10

NRSV 2021
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You were dead through the
trespasses and sins in which you
once walked, following the course of
this world...
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For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we may walk in
them.
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Ephesians LAFEFRE 2:1-2, 10

NRSV 2021
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For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
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Ephesians LAFFrE 2:4-5, 8

“ “pbut God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved
us °even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive

together with Christ — by grace you have been saved —...
you have been saved through faith”

(NRSV 2021)
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°For by grace




Do we really

know about
‘Grace’?

Philip Yancey
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A Grace IS the greatest unmerited favour
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 ‘Grace’ in Greek carries the meaning of a ‘gift’ or ‘assistance’
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 ‘God saved you by his grace when you believed...’ (v8 NLV)
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* A‘given’ from God
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Grace Is the greatest

merited favour with
transformational power!
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1 Corinthians &f#A % g1& 10:13

“No_testing has overtaken you that is not common to
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the
way out so that you may be able to endure it.”

(NRSV 2021)
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B Grace IS the greatest unifier
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SFor by grace you have been saved through faith..."°For we
are what he has made us...”

(NRSV 2021)
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B. Grace Is the greatest unifier
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A period of uncertainty and also identify crisis for the emerging

Christian community, impacting both Jews Christians and Gentiles
Christians.
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* The radical concept of ‘Grace’ formed Paul’s social view and
served as the foundation for establishing “experimental new
Christian communities’ in the Roman world.
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B Grace IS the greatest unifier
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* When Paul used ‘We" in verse 10, | believed he was referring to this
larger community of Christians which include both Jewish, Gentile

Christians and even Paul himself.
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With Grace, we all shared a
common identity which Is
our greatest unifier
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C. Grace renews our identity

RHE RN F 5

“‘For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us

anew In Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he
planned for us long ago.”

(Ephesians 2:10, NLT)
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C. Grace renews our identity
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 We are HIS masterpiece...
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* We are....not will be...
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* We are created anew by Him...
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 ...God planned for us long ago...
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Ephesians L FETE 2:7

“So God can point to us In all future ages as examples
of the Incredible wealth of his grace and kindness
toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are
united with Christ Jesus.” (NLT)
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We all are his Masterpiece
in God’s Big Story!
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Personal
Reflections
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4 Community perspective \
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/ Personal perspective \
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Story of a broken plano and
a musicilan
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Summary a4t

» Grace Is the greatest merited favour ‘
with power!
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* With Grace, we all shared a common
identity which is our greatest unifier
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* We all are his Masterpiece in God’s
Big Story!
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