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Baptism &%

‘So if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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Matthew 28:19 Jesus’ last words to his disciples are recorded as,
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‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’.
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Being born again E

In John 3:5-6 Jesus talks to Nicodemus
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‘| tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and
the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not
be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.’
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Being washed #%&%

The drama of baptism can also be seen as taking a bath.
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Titus 3:5 refers to the ‘washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit’.

%

%E35 |[.. . FEEEF-

- 0350

C =R #T

New birth carries the idea of being washed clean.
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Through his sacrifice on the cross, Christ brings about a cleansing of sin and
enables us to break free from its guilt and shame.
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Being buried and raised #IR% &8 E

Like being buried in a grave and then raised to a new life beyond death
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Paul puts it like this {RZ&a0LtLER -

“Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness
of life’ (Romans 6:3-4).
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Baptism therefore marks the end of one life and the beginning of a new one.
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Being immersed in the Holy Spirit B;2REEE

When a person is baptised, they are fully immersed in water. This total immersion
captures the idea of being plunged into the realm of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
brings spiritual life and also enables us to live for God in God’s strength.
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Acts 1:8; ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
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of the earth.’
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Why be baptised? A&7 ?

Baptism is therefore the way in which Christians declare that they have turned to
God and placed their faith in Christ with the intention of living as Christian disciples.
Those who want to follow Christ should be baptised for a number of reasons.
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Jesus say’s we should. This is clear in Matthew 28:19
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Follow Jesus’ example. Jesus himself was baptised by John (Matthew 3:13-17).
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Outward demonstration of an inward reality. Acts 2
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