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'Providence’ means God’s divine care, guidance
direction over us.
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‘Eternity in our hearts’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

“MXRXEZEREHEALE (B ESE 31

» “God has set eternity in the human heart”
" EREAOPERIL KA

» We are created to live for a bigger purpose, as part
God’s Story to bring heaven to earth.
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» God’s purposes for our lives are often far wider an
greater than we can imagine!
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True Story #1: Esther in the Bible
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» Esther lived during the reign of King Ahasuerus (4
465BC). The Persian empire extended from India
Ethiopia over 127 provinces.
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» Esther lived about 100 years after the exile to Babylol
587BC - about 3 generations.
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» After the Persians overthrew the
Babylonians, they had allowed the Jews to
return to their own land, but many chose to
remain in Persia. Esther lived in a pagan
environment, and kept her Jewish identity
secret.
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Theme: Trusting in God’s Providence
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» God is hot mentioned at all in the Book of Esther.
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» There’s an invitation to read the story looking for si

God at work. BFERREEENERRETESH L7 LI/ERIED

» The story is full of ‘coincidences’ and ironic reversals.
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» |t forces us to see God’s purposes at work, but be
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Esther’s Life: From Orphan to Queen
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» Jewish orphan girl who was adopted and raised b

cousin Mordecai.
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» The king decided to have a beauty pageant in th
kingdom one day to select a new wife, and Esther wa
brought into the king’s harem.
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» Imagine the horror and trauma of an orphan g
forcefully taken from her home and forced to

pagan king!
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» If a despotic ruler decides to choose a wife this
today, we call it a violation of human rights and eve
human trafficking!
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» Esther’s intercession wasn’t just the 3 days of
fasting. Esther’s life and Jewish identity was an

intercession.
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» Esther lived through the traumatic experiences in h
life, trusted God and was positioned by God to save

people from genocide.
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» What God does in us, God wants to do through us!
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‘Coincidences’ & Ironic Reversals
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» There is so much evidence of God’s activity as the
unfolded after Esther’s 3-day fast.
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» Today, we may call that ‘Coincidence’, ‘Chance’
‘Luck’, but it is God’s Providence - particularly over
things we have no control.
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» Proverbs 16:33 - even the events that seem a

are really ordered by God.
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» Nothing in our lives is left up to chance when

walking with Jesus!

= M H RS 1T -

R EE R

=)=

=CIE

A=

EHRRAY |



True Story #2: David & Svea Flood

BHEMWZE #2 : David ] Svea Flood

» Swedish missionaries who went to Africa in 192
was called the Belgian Congo (renamed Zaire in 1
Today this is the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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» N’dolera - the remote village they couldn’t enter, so

built mud huts about half a mi
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e from the village.
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» Svea shared the Gospel with the one African b
was allowed to sell them chicken and eggs twi
week.
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» After malaria and giving birth to a baby girl, Svea
at aged 27/.
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» David buried his wife, gave up the baby, rejected\his
calling and gave up on God to return to Sweden.
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» Baby girl was adopted by American missionaries, r
Aggie, and grew up in South Dakota in the US.
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» In 1963, Aggie received a Swedish religious magazine
photo of a white cross with the name “Svea Flood”.
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» Article was of white missionaries in N’dolera in 1921 Xbi
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of a white baby, death of a young mother and the Af
who had gone on to lead his whole village to Christ!
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»In 1963, there were 600 Christians in N’dolera!
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» Aggie went to Sweden and found her biological f
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» David Flood was now an alcoholic and a bitter old
at aged 73 who was angry at God.

David Flood E e —EAEMEEZMN73 BHAZA - ¥ LHR

) e

K °




» Aggie brought news that their trip to Africa w
vain. David finally came back to the God he ha
for so many decades. Weeks later, he passed a
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» In the 70s, Aggie and her husband attended an
evangelistic conference in London where a report
given about the nation of Zaire. The speaker repgxes

some 110,000 baptised Christians in his nation. This
the same African boy Svea had led to the Lord!
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» John 12:24 “...unless a grain of wheat falls int
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it be
fruit.”
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Hope for the Nations EERIENE

» When we look at the nations today - Hong Kon

we may not see.
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» Isaiah 46:10-11 - God sees the end from the be
and He is accomplishing His purpose, even thro
people who do not know Him.
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» Ecclesiastes 3:11 - “God has made everything beauti
its time...... God has planted eternity in the humarx
heart.”
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» Is God fair? E/%BAY

» Life is not fair, but we can trust that God is ju
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» Ukraine has been the spiritual centre of Eastern E
/ out of 10 evangelical churches in Russia have Ukr

pastors.
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» The Ukraine war is stirring the heart of Europ
ways. What is the bigger picture of what God
doing? Is God preparing Europe for a spiritual
awakening?

SRERFEAZHEIBEEIEON DN o EFEINE

eTE? EHERBENNELEREMERIS ?




Conclusion #84%

» When God seems absent, when his people are un
and in exile, has God abandon His promises?
= LRI ARR - StMFEARBLSRBE - £
HIFERT ?
» The book of Esther invites us to see that God can an
work in the real mess and chaos of human history.
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» There is an eternal perspective we may not se
current circumstances, but God is at work!
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» Let’s be willing to trust in God’s providence, an
people who live with eternity in our hearts!
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